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Geodesign was not just a mere exhibition but a real experiment that
involved designers, companies, cultural associations or just citizens,
It started a process aimed at changing the Turin's territory through
48 projects, all different in terms of typology and intervention.
Geodesign Is a very sophisticated project conceived and developed
by Stefano Boeri, Stefanc Mirti and Lucia Tozzi, It allowed for the
interaction between daily needs, desires or mere demands that
were then turned into as many projects, ideas and inputs that left
or will leave signs of many possible future scenarios. Among the
projects on display, we mention the one of Matteo Ragni and Sahar
Madanat who focused on hammam. Their specific task was to
design objects for Dar El Hikma, an Islamic cultural centre in Turin,

whose strong identity is based on its connection to the territory. It
is in fact visited by both Arabs and Turin's citizens. Matteo Ragni
presented two projects, Monkey set and Moby set, fruit of a different
interprelation of the same space. Mankey set is an intelligent and
low-cosl project. Punched polypropylene sheets are used to create
symbiotic abjects - a water basin, a glove hook, and a scap tray - thal
can be hooked to the bucket. Maby set, instead, |s characterised by
the use of Corian{R]. It turns inta a massage pendant and a water
basin conceived to hald a bowl with a double function: washing brush
and soap tray with cover filted with two sponges. We asked Matteo
Ragnl, Milanese designer, to talk about this peculiar project.

Why did you decide to focus on objects for the hammam?
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Among the varlous themes suggested by Geodesign, this was the mest interesting ane because it is connected to daily Ufe. It is a place
where “ordinary” people go to wash themselves, while to our western culture, the hammam s closer to wellness and spa. This was a graat
chance to ma, since | could face a very functional subject. In fact, this kind of place requires solving some problems. Moreaver, | found some
companies ready to sponsor this evant.

Why did you design twe different product ranges?

The two ranges are based on two different product lypologies, | wanted to combine two different demands: the one of hammam considered
by western people as a hyper-refined and elite place, for whom | designed the range in CorianiR), which is a very expensive material; the
other low-cost and versatile project was conceived for the Islamic cultural centre in Turin. Their steam bath is very cheap. Hammam costs 10
euros and it is open to anyon2, both Muslims and Turin's inhabltants. Mare Nostrum, this is the name of my range of products, was concelved
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lo explode the myth of cultural and religious differences. When we are naked, we are all alike. There is no dilference when performing a
primaordial gesture such as washing, Mankey set is therefore a vary concrete and feasible project, It teatures the same buckets as the ones
they use now. | just added some delails: the polypropylene material allows creating your own basin, very cheap, that you can even leave
lhere, There is also a glove, hanging from this sorl of lifebelt, and the soap tray. They use soap held in small coffee cups and | didn't want
to radically change their ritual.

Are such projects just experiments for Geodesign or will the products be manufactured?

Pandora Design, which was searching for 2 hammam sel, produces the Corian® series, while Martini manufactures the punched Monkey
sel series,

Was this design workshop an interesting experience?

Sure, because | work with a friend of mine, Fernando Contreras Wood, a Chilean designer. Moreover, whal’s interesting was that the aim of
every project for Geodesign was o find a prelext ta locus on problems and lo consider design as tha real solulion o real problems.
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